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President Machado told foreign correspondents on the 1st June
that he intended to stay in office till 1935, but at the same time he
proposed certain constitutional reforms. After a conversation with
Mr. Welles on the 5th June, he proposed that the electoral laws
should be revised under the supervision of Dean Howard Lee McBain
of Columbia University, and that Havana University should be re-
opened and made independent of the Government, while an American
expert was to assist in drawing up its new charter. On the 7th June
the President stated that he would order the election of a Convention
to amend the Constitution and in particular to restore the Vice-
Presidency, so that that office could be filled before the Presidential
election. The possibility implied in this statement that General
Machado might eventually resign his office to the Vice-President did
not satisfy the revolutionary junta, who continued to demand his
immediate withdrawal.
On the 15th June it was reported that the Government had
accepted Mr. Welles's offer of mediation. The A.B.C. had also agreed
to it so long as it implied no reflection on Cuban sovereignty; at the
same time they consented to refrain from terrorism. The three older
parties, the O.C.R.R. and the professors' organization agreed to join
in the negotiations, but the Student Directorate refused. During
the preliminary negotiations which began on the 1st July, Govern-
ment and Opposition delegates had separate meetings with Mr.
Welles. On the 7th July the Government guaranteed the safety
of all factions who had accepted mediation, both during the negotia-
tions and for a further thirty days in the event of their breakdown.
Opposition leaders might report any violations of this decree. During
the next few weeks terrorism ceased for the time being, guerrilla
leaders surrendered—Mr. Welles guaranteeing their safety—prisoners
were released, and refugees returned to Cuba. President Machado
issued a decree on the 24th July restoring constitutional guarantees,
and also signed an amnesty bill relating to all political offences since
1927. At the same time, however, he told Congress that he would
stay in office till 1935. He also raised the question of the status of
Mr. Welles, and maintained that the latter had acted as mediator in
his personal capacity only. 'You can be assured', he said, 'that this
mediation is not being carried on by a Government, or I would not
continue as President of the Republic/1 Mr. Welles referred to this
declaration next day in the course of his opening speech at the first
round-table conference between Government and Opposition dele-
gates. 'In my official capacity here', he said, CI am likewise the
1 The New York Times, 27th July, 1933.

